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Results of the Working Group's 1 “Democracy, human rights, good
governance, and stability” activities

Report prepared by WG1 Coordinator: Marta Chumalo

On 19 December 2024, WG1 met to discuss and adopt priority work areas for 2025. Based on these
priorities, a 2025 work plan was developed in line with the Strategy of the Ukrainian National Platform
of the EaP CSF.

WGt1's first meeting in 2025 took place on 30 January 2025. During this meeting, participants
discussed the prospects for developing a gender policy for the Ukrainian National Platform and agreed
to make this their primary focus. A cross-sectoral subgroup was established to discuss and develop
the Gender Policy.

The document was developed collaboratively. Participants took responsibility for different sections and
refined them before the next meeting. The results were discussed and amendments introduced during
the meetings. Consultations were also held with Shahla Ismayil — EaP CSF gender expert and
Coordinator of Azerbaijan's EaP CSF National Platform — to ensure alignment between the Ukrainian
National Platform's Gender Policy with the Forum's strategic documents.

To engage interested members from other groups in the gender policy work and gather their input on
the gender policy, an online survey was conducted amongst Ukrainian National Platform of the EaP
CSF members from 1—21 September 2025. Representatives from all platform working groups
participated (13 respondents). All responses were analysed and incorporated into the draft Programme.

The draft programme was submitted for discussion by the SC and all Platform members.
In 2025, WG1 supported the following initiatives:

e EU Directive 2024/1385: Challenges and Opportunities for Ukraine (Civil Society Organisation Center
'Women's Perspectives')

e EU Values at the Local Level: Equality in Ukraine — Implementing EU Standards Locally (Vinnytsia Civil
Society Organisation 'Information and Education Center 'VIS")

Both initiatives produced research papers and presented their findings.

Under the initiative “EU Directive 2024/1385: Challenges and Opportunities for
Ukraine”, the Center “Women's Perspectives” analysed how well Ukrainian legislation complies with
Directive 2024/1385 of the European Parliament and of the Council of the EU on combating violence
against women and domestic violence, adopted in May 2024.

The analysis compared the Directive's provisions with Ukrainian legislative norms and assessed the
interplay between regulatory acts, institutional mechanisms and practical challenges.

The research examined key Ukrainian laws, including the Criminal Code of Ukraine; the Law”On
Ensuring Equal Rights and Opportunities for Women and Men”; the Law “On Prevention and
Counteraction to Domestic Violence”; and the Law “On Principles of Prevention and Counteraction to
Discrimination in Ukraine”.

Under the initiative “EU Values on the Ground: Equality in Ukraine - Implementation of
EU Standards at the Local Level”, the Vinnytsia Non-Governmental Organization “Information and
Education Center “VIS” conducted research showing that the Vinnytsia City Territorial Community has
made significant progress in implementing the European Charter for Equality of Women and Men,
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particularly in combating violence, education and providing social support for vulnerable groups. The
city has established basic infrastructure for implementing gender policy and accumulated valuable
experience that could benefit other Ukrainian communities. However, the systemic challenges identified
point to the need to move beyond a predominantly event-based approach towards systematic integration
of a gender perspective into all aspects of municipal governance. This requires improving institutional
mechanisms, introducing new tools (such as gender budgeting, gender expertise, and systematic gender
statistics) and strengthening transparency and accountability. Vinnytsia's experience confirms that
joining the European Charter for Equality is an effective tool for structuring local authorities' work on
gender equality and ensuring a systematic approach to implementing European standards. The Charter
provides clear guidance, methodology and opportunities for international exchange of experience. In
the context of Ukraine's European integration, widespread accession of Ukrainian communities to the
Charter could become a powerful mechanism for transformation at the local level, where citizens'
everyday experiences are shaped. This approach will not only improve people's quality of life through
more efficient and fair public services but also develop the administrative capacity of local self-
government bodies — a critical element for successful European integration.

Other Activities:

On 29-30 May 2025, the international online Forum “Building Resilience in the Face of Challenges:
Evidence-Based Dialogue” took place under the EU4GE Reform Helpdesk's support of EaP regional civil
society networks. Representatives from the Secretariat (Brussels) and all National Platforms of the EaP
CSF attended the forum. The WG1 Coordinator presented on “Opportunities to Strengthen Gender
Equality and Women's Rights through Engaging National CSOs in European and Other International
Networks”.

The annual Ukraine Recovery Conference (URC 2025) was held in Rome on 10-12 July 2025. Marta
Chumalo, Coordinator of WG-1 of the Ukrainian National Platform of the EaP CSF, participated in the
conference. During the event, she took part in a round table at the Parliament of Italy on mainstreaming
gender aspects in Ukraine's reconstruction. She also attended a networking meeting of the Alliance for
Gender-Responsive and Inclusive Recovery of Ukraine. At this meeting, she met Anastasiia
Murzanovska, grants and advocacy officer at the EaP Secretariat (Brussels). They discussed the
Secretariat’s project to showcase successful work by member organisations of the Eastern Partnership
Civil Society Forum, particularly in Ukraine, and explored opportunities to highlight WG1 member
CSOs’ work through the Forum’s social media platforms, including LinkedIn, Instagram, and Facebook.

On 21-24 October 2025, at the conference of the International Training Programme “Prevent and
Respond to Gender-Based Violence - Strengthening Agents of Change” in Vienna, WG1 Coordinator
Marta Chumalo and Center “Women's Perspectives” lawyer Halyna Fedkovych presented results of the
initiative to harmonise Ukrainian legislation with Directive 2024/1385 of the European Parliament and
of the Council of the EU on combating violence against women and domestic violence.
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Results of the Working Group's 2 “Economic integration and coherence
with EU policy” activities

Report prepared by WG2 Coordinator: Iryna Kuropas

Participation of the Eastern Partnership Civil Society Forum in the Work of the Ukrainian
National Platform

On 28 April 2025, WG2 held an online meeting.

On 5 September 2025, WG 2 and WG 3 of the Ukrainian National Platform of the EaP CSF held a joint
open meeting online entitled “The Role of Ukraine Facility in Advancing Environmental and Economic
Reforms.”

The WG2 Coordinator attended the annual Forum Summit held in Vienna in November. She moderated
a side event “Public Policy Evaluation: A Prerequisite for EU Accession Countries” organised by the
Ukrainian delegation. The event focused on the challenges faced by Ukraine, Georgia, and Moldova in
evaluating the effectiveness of public policies during the EU accession process

e On 15 October 2024, there was an online presentation of the study “Main Priorities for the
Development of Territorial Communities in the Context of Post-War Modernisation Prospects
for the Ukrainian Economy”, which Agency experts had worked on during July-September 2024.

e In November 2024, the initiative “Strengthening Equality: The Role of Gender Advocacy in
Implementing the Green Deal and Sustainable Development” was presented. It was implemented
by the CSO 'Energetic Country’, a WG2 member of the Ukrainian National Platform, in
cooperation with the Women's Energy Club of Ukraine and OKEY, TAUN.

As of October 2025, WG2 completed an initiative that produced analytical material: The Local
Economic Development Agency of Yavoriv Region, a WG2 member of the Ukrainian National
Platform, implemented the initiative “Revitalisation of the Ukrainian Economy: How to Build a New
Transparent Cooperation Model with Entrepreneurs, Focused on Business Needs”.

Group representatives actively participated in meetings, conferences, summits and international events,
facilitating exchange of experience, forming a shared vision for the country's development and
strengthening civil society's role in reform and reconstruction processes. Active communication within
the platform enabled Ukrainian organisations to coordinate their positions and present their initiatives at
the international level.

Throughout the year, a number of analytical and practical initiatives were implemented to support
reforms and strengthen communities' capacity to participate in development processes. Group members
continued to develop partnerships, prepare analytical materials and participate in thematic research and
training events, thereby enhancing civil society’s expertise and influence in economic policy and
European integration.


http://eap-csf.org.ua/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/1st-EaP-CSF-Summit_ua-1.pdf
https://amer.org.ua/%d0%bf%d0%b5%d1%80%d1%88%d0%b8%d0%b9-%d1%81%d0%b0%d0%bc%d1%96%d1%82-%d1%84%d0%b3%d1%81-%d1%81%d1%85%d0%bf-%d0%b2%d1%96%d0%b4-%d0%b2%d0%b8%d0%b7%d0%bd%d0%b0%d0%bd%d0%bd%d1%8f-%d0%b3%d0%be%d0%bb%d0%be/
https://amer.org.ua/obgovoryly-osnovni-priorytety-rozvy/
https://amer.org.ua/obgovoryly-osnovni-priorytety-rozvy/
https://amer.org.ua/obgovoryly-osnovni-priorytety-rozvy/
http://sdia.org.ua/posylennia-rivnosti-rol-hendernoi-advokatsii-u-realizatsii-green-deal-ta-staloho-rozvytku/
http://sdia.org.ua/posylennia-rivnosti-rol-hendernoi-advokatsii-u-realizatsii-green-deal-ta-staloho-rozvytku/
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Results of the Working Group's 3 “Environment, climate change, and
energy security” activities

Report prepared by WG3 Coordinator: Nataliia Andrusevych

Analytical Work:

Under the WGS3 initiative “On the Path to the EU in the Environmental Sector: Analysis of Ukraine's
Progress in Implementing the Recommendations of the European Commission Report within the
Enlargement Package”, implemented by the ICO Information Centre “Green Dossier", the National
Ecological Centre of Ukraine, the International Charitable Organisation “Ecology-Law-Human”, the
Resource and Analysis Center “Society and Environment” and independent expert Anna Holubovska-
Onisimova, the analytical document “Ukraine's Progress on the Path to the EU: Results of the
Year from the Perspective of CSOs” was prepared and presented. A public event was held under
the initiative to present the document's findings.

As of September 2025, WG3 is implementing two initiatives, each producing an analytical document:

The initiative “Access to Environmental Information and Public Participation in the Context of Green
Recovery and European Integration Reforms” (implementing organisation: ICO “Ecology-Law-
Human”)

The initiative “The Role of Ukraine Facility in Advancing Environmental Reforms” (implementing
organisation: Resource and Analysis Center “Society and Environment”, together with partners
Information Centre “Green Dossier” and National Ecological Centre of Ukraine)

Advocacy and Information Activities:

1. WG3 members of the Ukrainian National Platform of the EaP CSF contributed to the preparation and
presentation of the Ukrainian National Platform position paper “Ukraine's Post-War
Recovery Needs Must Be Taken into Account in Future EaP Initiatives”, which emphasises the
importance of Ukraine's green recovery, among other issues.

2. On 13 December, the conference “The Role of Civil Society in the Recovery and European Integration of
Ukraine” was held in hybrid format (offline+online). Tamara Malkova presented the WG3 initiative “On
the Path to the EU in the Environmental Sector”, which focuses on implementing the European
Commission's recommendations on environment and climate, among other topics.

3. On 13 June 2025, WG3 of the Ukrainian National Platform of the EaP CSF and WG5 of the Ukrainian Side
of the CSP submitted an appeal to the State Tax Service of Ukraine regarding disclosure of
information on environmental tax payments and tax debt. The CSO “Save the Dnipro” initiated
the appeal.

4. Ahead of the Ukraine Recovery Conference (URC) held in Rome in July 2025, WG 3 “Environment,
Climate Change and Energy Security” of the Ukrainian National Platform of the EaP CSF and WG 5
“Energy, Transport, Environment and Climate Change” of the Ukrainian Side of the EU-Ukraine CSP
prepared a joint position paper “Ukraine's Recovery Based on Sustainable Development and
European Integration”. Working group representatives used the document for advocacy purposes
during the conference.

5. On 8 July 2025, representatives of WG3 of the Ukrainian National Platform of the EaP CSF and WG5 of
the Ukrainian Side of the CSP addressed all interested parties with an open letter on the importance
of consistently implementing systematic environmental reforms and pursuing Ukraine's
European integration course.

6. On 5 September, WG 2 and WG 3 of the Ukrainian National Platform of the Eastern Partnership Civil
Society Forum held a joint public online meeting entitled “The Role of Ukraine Facility in Advancing
Environmental and Economic Reforms”. The event aimed to familiarise a wider range of
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stakeholders with the implementation of the Ukraine Facility programme, key elements and
implementation of the Ukraine Plan, and to discuss the challenges and civil society's role in advancing
reforms.

Activities within the EaP CSF:

Representatives of WG3 member organisations are active participants in the EaP CSF. Nataliya
Andrusevych coordinates WG3 of the EaP CSF, while WG3 member Ruslan Havryliuk sits on the
Steering Committee of the EaP CSF. During the annual EaP CSF Summit (December 2024), WG3
representatives held a national event “Engaging Citizens and Communities in the Recovery
of Pro-European Ukraine”. The event addressed challenges in effectively engaging citizens and
communities and explored opportunities for Eastern Partnership policy to engage communities as key
stakeholders in Ukraine's European integration and post-war reconstruction process.

Following the Summit, the Ukrainian National Platform held a discussion, during which WG3
Coordinator Nataliya Andrusevych highlighted key Summit priorities, including the cross-cutting nature
of environmental issues. This aligns with the Ukrainian National Platform's priorities, primarily
promoting Ukraine's recovery towards EU membership.

Nataliya Andrusevych and Ruslan Havryliuk participated in presenting the analytical document
“Environmental Security in the Eastern Partnership Countries: State of Affairs,
Challenges and Opportunities”. The EaP CSF organised the event in Brussels and online.

Working Meetings and Sessions:

On 8 October 2024, WG3 of the Ukrainian National Platform of the EaP CSF had a meeting (jointly
with WG5 of the Ukrainian Side of the CSP). The agenda included the results of working groups'
activities in 2024, preparation for the EaP CSF summit, drafting the Ukrainian Side of the CSP
declaration, and plans for 2025.

On 30 May 2025 (jointly with WG 5 of the Ukrainian Side of the CSP). Main agenda items included a
briefing on the current situation, preparation for URC, discussion of opportunities and themes for
implementing initiatives within the Ukrainian National Platform.

On 5 September 2025, WG 2 and WG 3 of the Ukrainian National Platform of the EaP CSF held a
joint open meeting online entitled “The Role of Ukraine Facility in Advancing Environmental and
Economic Reforms”.

Establishing Cooperation with Stakeholders

On 10 April 2025, representatives of WG3 of the Ukrainian National Platform and WG5 of the Ukrainian
Side of the CSP met with Volodymyr Voloshaniuk, Deputy Director of the Department and Head of the
Division for Strategic Planning of the European Integration Process, Department of European
Integration and International Cooperation, Ministry of Environmental Protection and Natural
Resources of Ukraine. The meeting aimed to discuss possible areas of cooperation and potential joint
initiatives to strengthen Ukraine's position on its EU path in environment and climate change.

WG3 members actively participate in the Dialogue Platform: government, eco-communities.
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Results of the Working Group's 4 “Contacts between people” activities

Report prepared by WG4 Coordinator: lvan Kulchytskyi

In 2025, WG4 focused on priorities, some of which are also relevant for other groups of
the Ukrainian National Platform of the EaP and for WG6 of the Ukrainian Side of the
CSP:

1) Advocacy and analysis of training and educational needs in lifelong learning in the context of
Ukraine's EU accession, considering current security challenges in the country and the large number of
children and women abroad.

2) Greater involvement of group members in digitalisation processes across economic and social sectors;
analysis of challenges in artificial intelligence development and information resilience against
disinformation.

3) Strengthening communication with Ukraine’s cultural sectors, developing interdisciplinary
approaches in culture and creative industries, analysing digitalisation challenges in culture and heritage
preservation, and promoting intercultural dialogue between Ukraine’s regions, Eastern Partnership
countries, and the EU;

4) Analysing and studying research on youth value orientations and social trends in Ukraine, the EaP
region and the EU to enable cross-sectoral and cross-border cooperation around the clear formulation
of youth challenges, drawing attention to the adaptation of youth to the challenges of the time, and the
problems of youth employment;

5) Advocating for education and science reform processes, wider use of association opportunities to the
Horizon Europe programme and supporting reforms of Ukraine's scientific, technical and innovation
ecosystem.

6) Increasing the group members’ involvement in discussions on Ukraine's recovery plan with focus on
enhancing civil society's role in building Ukraine after Victory.

7) Engaging group members and the Ukrainian National Platform of the EaP in discussions and events
on civil society's role in Ukraine's EU accession and preparation for negotiations in the group's thematic
areas (science and research, education and culture)

Based on these priorities, the group's work plan for 2025 was developed, in alignment with the Strategy
of the Ukrainian National Platform of the EaP.

Coordinating Group Members’ Activities and Information Exchange

During this period, active communications took place with WG4 group members in the
context of addressing the consequences and threats of Russia's war in Ukraine. Special attention was
given to education and science reforms, as well as support for educational and cultural organisations.
Group members and the coordinator also intensified their contacts with partner organisations abroad.
The group coordinator actively participated in EaP CSF events and, as an EaP CSF expert, was invited
to participate in the EaP panel “Research and Innovation” to be held in Berlin in November 2025.

On 26 May 2025, WG4 of the Ukrainian National Platform of the EaP held a joint online
meeting with WG6 “Science and Technology, Information Society, Education, Training and Youth,
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Culture and Sport” of the Ukrainian Side of the EU-Ukraine Civil Society Platform (Ukrainian Side of
the CSP).

Group Coordinator's Activities. On 7 May 2025, the group coordinator participated in the work of
WG4 “People-to-People Contacts” of the EaP CSF, where he presented the situation in Ukraine and
current problems and challenges in the group's area of activity. Special attention was paid to the
problems of our citizens who left Ukraine due to threats of military action, and how other countries
could support Ukraine.

The group coordinator attended all meetings of the Steering Committee of the Ukrainian National
Platform of the EaP and kept group members fully informed about the topics and outcomes of the
meetings.

The group coordinator, Ivan Kulchytskyi, sought to involve group members in EU programme
competitions. One success story comes from the COST programme, where the CSO AEI and CSO
“Women's Professional League” joined CA24169 - Science in Diplomacy Network: implementing
multilateral policymaking in intersectoral, cross-disciplinary & strategic domains (SiDnet).
Action CA24169 - COST

At the national level, the WG4 coordinator actively participates in Ministry of Education and Science of
Ukraine working groups and serves on the Innovation Council under the MES.



https://www.cost.eu/actions/CA24169/#tabs+Name:Management%20Committee
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Results of the Working Group's 5 “Social and labor policy and social
dialogue” activities

Report prepared by WG5 Coordinator: Valerii Riepin

During the reporting period, Working Group 5 “Social and Labour Policy and Social Dialogue” of the
Ukrainian National Platform of the Eastern Partnership Civil Society Forum (WG5 of the Ukrainian
National Platform of the EaP CSF) focused on the Platform's strategic goals for 2024-2026.

WG5 of the Ukrainian National Platform of the EaP CSF built its activities around the group's priorities
for 2025. One focus was communities' capacity to preserve and reproduce their human capital as a
system-forming factor of local labour markets. Particular attention was given to communities' varied
experiences during the war.

On 25 March 2025, the group held an online meeting with representatives of WG4 “People-to-People
Contacts”. The meeting focused on exchanging information, discussing current issues relevant to group
members, and preparing project themes for the group’s activities in 2025.

During March-July 2025, group members participated in several public events on current topics of self-
government, local labour markets and social dialogue:

On 27-28 March 2025, group representatives participated in the International Conference “Human
Capital in Wartime: Challenges and Solutions”. The Association of Ukrainian Cities together with
Industrial Safety LLC organised the event. It addressed supporting veterans, developing veteran spaces,
veterans' participation in community security infrastructure and partnerships between the state,
communities and business. However, social dialogue as a regulatory mechanism was not discussed.

On 9 July 2025, WG5 representatives participated in the conference “Challenges Facing the Labour
Sector During War and Post-War Recovery: Key Conclusions of the ILO”, initiated by the Kyiv Office of
the International Labour Organization (ILO). Topics included strengthening tripartite social dialogue
mechanisms as a stabilising force, creating quality employment and sustainable enterprises for recovery
and reconstruction, and social cohesion as a prerequisite for resilience and recovery.

On 25 July 2025, WG5 representatives took part in an online meeting of the Dialogue Between
Government and Business platform on “Entrepreneurship on the Front Line: Taxation, Personnel
Reservation and Safe Use of Land”. The meeting addressed reimbursing costs for humanitarian
demining of agricultural land, main directions of tax policy, support for agricultural producers in 2025,
and the issue of reserving entrepreneurs.

During the reporting period, WG5 members actively engaged in volunteer activities in cooperation with
volunteer initiatives, civil society organisations and specialised funds. From 18 to 30 November 2024,
under the initiative “Creating Working Groups on Public Safety and Social Cohesion in Kharkiv Oblast”,
trainings on “Development of Human Capital, Trust and Long-Term Partnership in the Community”
were held in six communities. Centre representatives served as trainers-consultants. This activity
became the basis for implementing the initiative within the Ukrainian National Platform of the EaP CSF.
Kharkiv Oblast was chosen to represent different community experiences during the war and,
consequently, different approaches to organising local labour markets.

During July-October 2025, under the leadership of the CSO “Centre for Social Security and Regional
Initiatives”, WG5 members of the Ukrainian National Platform implemented the initiative “Social
Dialogue Tools as a Mechanism for Social Cohesion at the Community Level”.
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The activities are within the project “Supporting the Activities of the Ukrainian National Platform of the EaP CSF
in 2025-2026,” implemented by the Institute for Economic Research and Policy Consulting with financial support
from the European Union.

The content of the reports is the sole responsibility of the authors and does not necessarily reflect the views of
the European Union or the Institute for Economic Research and Policy Consulting.
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